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Unit Overview  
Content Area:                          Basic Skills 

Unit Title:                                 Achieve 3000 

Target Course/Grade Level:  9th and 10th Grade Struggling Students 

Unit Summary:  This unit relies on a computer based program that evaluates students’ Lexile levels, 

creates reading assignments based on their ability and then monitors their progress as they complete 

assignments.  It is used in conjunction with lessons that review strategies to answer standardized test 

questions and to remember important information as one reads at any level. 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  All classes    

21st century themes:   

Unit Rationale:  Achieve 3000 and its articles allow for completely individualized lesson planning.  All 

students can read the same article, but they can answer questions and comprehend information at a level 

that is appropriate for them and should allow them to find success in their work.  In this way, students 

improve their reading comprehension level while working at their own pace and ability. 

Learning Targets 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.2 
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how 

it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.3 
Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the 

points are made, how they are introduced and developed, and the connections that are drawn between 

them. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, 

and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone 

(e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.5 
Analyze in detail how an author's ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, 

paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.6 

Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to 

advance that point of view or purpose. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.9 

Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance  (e.g., Washington's Farewell 

Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt's Four Freedoms speech, King's "Letter from Birmingham 

Jail"), including how they address related themes and concepts. 

CPI # Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Students will complete five-step activities for each article read 

2 Students will occasionally read as a class to practice certain strategies and skills  

3 Students will track articles and scores on quizzes on a tracker 

4 Program will provide a variety of information based on students’ usage and performance 

5 Students will show growth in Lexile level. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 How does completing articles and their 

five steps help someone achieve stronger 

reading comprehension? 

 Why is Lexile level important? 

 Why should I read two articles per week? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 It is important to complete the articles and 

all their components because the program 

is designed to bring the reader into the 

topic and main ideas of the article by 

making the topic relatable and personal.   

This will engage the reader and when 

readers are more engaged, they are more 

likely to comprehend and remember what 

they read.  It also allows students to 

practice writing skills in addition to reading 

comprehension. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/9-10/9/


 Lexile level can be used to gage someone’s 

ability to read and comprehend.  It allows 

assessors a way of judging what a person 

may be capable of reading and 

understanding on their own.  This can 

allow someone to know what they need to 

do to prepare for their career or future.  It is 

a tool that someone can use to better 

understand their abilities. 

 Reading at least two articles a week allows 

the computer program to adjust Lexile 

levels accurately.  Additionally, it is 

important to read and reading two articles a 

week contributes to becoming a better 

student in general as reading by itself 

builds vocabulary, gives exposure to 

unique writing styles, sentence structures 

and proper writing techniques.  Reading 

makes you a stronger reader and writer. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Improve reading comprehension skills 

 Review strategies to use while taking standardized tests. 

 Improve ability to recognize main ideas, details, and author’s purpose or structure 

 Read for a variety of purposes and ideas. 

 Be exposed to a variety of informational texts. 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment ( 4 days) 
The computer based curriculum has a pre-test and post-test.  The post-test is given within the last week of 

the semester and will determine how much the student’s Lexile level (and thereby reading comprehension 

level) has improved over the course of the semester. 

Equipment needed:  Achieve 3000, laptops, tracking sheets  

Teacher Resources:  Teacher account for Achieve 3000, knowledge of various reports and scores  

 
Formative Assessments 

 Teacher led articles with multiple choice 

questions 

 Articles from Achieve 3000 with five step 

process 

 Pre-test 

 Tracking sheet  

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Introduction to Achieve 3000 

 

2 days 

Lesson 2 

Teacher led articles 

 

7 days 

Lesson 3 

Achieve 3000 

 

30 days 

Teacher Notes:  These lessons are taught interspersed with Vocabulary, Grammar and reading a novel in 

class – this unit will span the entire semester based on this. 

Curriculum Development Resources: 

Achieve 3000 – teacher resources 

 

 

 



Unit Overview  
Content Area: Basic Skills 

Unit Title: Five People You Meet In Heaven 

Target Course/Grade Level: 9th and 10th Grade Struggling Students 

Unit Summary:  This unit encourages students to read longer pieces of literature.  Students will read out 

loud as a class each day a section or part of a novel.  Reading the novel aloud allows students to ask 

questions, learn from each other, and discuss the material as they take it in.  It encourages critical 

thinking, using text to define words and answer questions, and allows students to experience the reading 

of longer pieces of literature.   

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  All classes    

21st century themes:   

Unit Rationale:  Reading passages and short stories does help with test preparations and allows students 

to practice skills, but it does not foster the patience and retention required to be successful with reading 

and analyzing longer literature which is important in future education and endeavors.  This unit gives 

students the chance to practice reading out loud and discussing thoughts, words, and ideas as they read.  It 

allows students to gain strategies and ideas about how to best comprehend and retain what they read.    

 

Learning Targets 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the 

text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the 

course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 

connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., 

how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5 

Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel 

plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.B 

Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, 

taking votes on key issues and presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual 

roles as needed. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1.C 

Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to broader 

themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge 

ideas and conclusions. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Students will actively participate in the reading and discussion of novel 

2 Students will answer questions about content, structure and vocabulary as they go  

3 Students will write responses to the reading 

4 Students will discuss meaning of content, structure and word choice 

5 Students will formulate opinions about meaning and author’s purpose 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why should people read fiction? 

 What is the best way to read a book? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 It is important to complete the articles and all 

their components because the program is 

designed to bring the reader into the topic and 

main ideas of the article by making the topic 

relatable and personal.                                                                                                                                               

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/9-10/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/1/c/


This will engage the reader and when readers are 

more engaged, they are more likely to 

comprehend and remember what they read.  It 

also allows students to practice writing skills in 

addition to reading comprehension. 

 Lexile level can be used to gage someone’s 

ability to read and comprehend.  It allows 

assessors a way of judging what a person may 

be capable of reading and understanding on their 

own.  This can allow someone to know what 

they need to do to prepare for their career or 

future.  It is a tool that someone can use to better 

understand their abilities. 

 Reading at least two articles a week allows the 

computer program to adjust Lexile levels 

accurately.  Additionally, it is important to read 

and reading two articles a week contributes to 

becoming a better student in general as reading 

by itself builds vocabulary, gives exposure to 

unique writing styles, sentence structures and 

proper writing techniques.  Reading makes you a 

stronger reader and writer. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Improve reading comprehension skills 

 Review strategies to use while taking standardized tests. 

 Improve ability to recognize main ideas, details, and author’s purpose or structure 

 Read for a variety of purposes and ideas. 

 Be exposed to a variety of informational texts. 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment ( 4 days) 
The computer based curriculum has a pre-test and post-test.  The post-test is given within the last week of 

the semester and will determine how much the student’s Lexile level (and thereby reading comprehension 

level) has improved over the course of the semester. 

Equipment needed:  Achieve 3000, laptops, tracking sheets  

Teacher Resources:  Teacher account for Achieve 3000, knowledge of various reports and scores  

 
Formative Assessments 

 Teacher led articles with multiple choice 

questions 

 Articles from Achieve 3000 with five 

step process 

 Pre-test 

 Tracking sheet  

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 

Lesson 1 

Introduction to Achieve 3000 

 

2 days 

Lesson 2 

Teacher led articles 

 

7 days 

Lesson 3 

Achieve 3000 
30 days 

Teacher Notes:  These lessons are taught interspersed with Vocabulary, Grammar and reading a novel in 

class – this unit will span the entire semester based on this. 

Curriculum Development Resources: 

Achieve 3000 – teacher resources 

 



Unit Overview  
Content Area:                          Basic Skills 

Unit Title:                                 Vocabulary and Grammar 

Target Course/Grade Level:  9th and 10th Grade Struggling Students 

Unit Summary:  This unit on vocabulary serves several purposes.  It begins with a review of spelling 

rules and the function of words.  From there students are given lists of vocabulary words that have 

prefixes, suffixes, or specific roots in them.  Students are taught the words and assessed on the words in a 

variety of ways.  The second half of the unit is dedicated to improving students’ ability to write coherently. 

Concepts like proper punctuation and capitalization as well as subject-verb agreement, faulty sentences, 

and diction will be covered here to improve students’ writing skills.    

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Reading comprehension, SAT Prep, all classes   

21st century themes:   

Unit Rationale:  Vocabulary and an ability to understand how words are put together as well as the 

meanings of common prefixes, roots, and suffixes can build a student’s ability to comprehend and analyze 

words in context.  A strong foundation for breaking down new words and recognizing word parts can help 

students in all areas of study and reading.  Conversely, studying the rules and functions of grammar will 

help students improve their writing skills.  Students can become better writers when they are aware of 

whether they are properly capitalizing words, putting in punctuation that clarifies their writing, and using 

correct verbs with their subjects. 

Learning Targets 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 

9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4.a 

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word's position or function in a 

sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4.b 

Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of speech 

(e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4.c 

Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print 

and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of 

speech, or its etymology. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.4.d 

Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred 

meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.1.a 

Use parallel structure.* 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.1.b 

Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, prepositional, and absolute) and 

clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety 

and interest to writing or presentations. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling 

when writing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.2.a 
Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more closely related independent 

clauses. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.2.b 

Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.9-10.2.c 

Spell correctly. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/9-10/2/c/


CPI # Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

1 Students will review and practice spelling rules and word parts 

2 Students will create a class power point to define words with a focus on either prefixes, 

roots or suffixes  

3 Students will recall words through movement 

4 Students will define prefixes and vocabulary words; students will create words with 

prefixes given 

5 Students will demonstrate growing knowledge and understanding of vocabulary words as 

well as their prefixes, suffixes or roots. 

6 Students will use words correctly within given sentences. 

7 Students will recognize words and word parts in their reading and use them to define new 

words. 

8 Students will be able to capitalize and punctuate sentence properly. 

9 Students will find what makes sentences faulty and correct them 

10 Students will be able to recognize subjects that do not agree with their verbs and correct 

them 

11 Students will read passages and recognize how authors choose words to create a certain 

tone or point in their writing. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why is it important to understand the rules 

governing spelling and vocabulary? 

 How does recognizing prefixes, roots, and 

suffixes improve reading comprehension? 

 Why is it important to understand the rules 

and conventions of writing? 

 Why is important to know the rules of 

capitalization, end punctuation and 

subject-verb agreement? 

 How do faulty sentences affect writing? 

 How does the author’s diction affect a 

piece of writing? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Knowing the rules governing spelling and 

vocabulary will allow students to better 

understand what they read.  If a student knows 

how to pronounce a word or recognizes how it 

might sound based on a rule, he will be able to 

decipher its meaning more easily.   

 Many words share similar prefixes, roots, and 

suffixes; recognizing these can be the key to 

unlocking the meaning of words that are 

unfamiliar or long.  Understanding the words 

being read will lead to better comprehension. 

 Understanding the conventions of writing allows 

students to better express themselves.  Using the 

conventions of writing is what makes people 

better writers.  It helps others to understand the 

meaning and message of their writing.   

 It is important to learn the conventions of good 

writing, because the only way to become a good 

writer to recognize why something is not good 

writing.  Being a strong writer can open many 

doors to a young person and allows them to 

express themselves in a way people can 

understand. 

 Capitalization, punctuation, and subject-verb 

agreement while seemingly simplistic are the 

most basic and important components of strong, 

clear sentences. 

 Making sure that someone can identify when a 

sentence is a fragment or run-on is the first step 

to avoid making that mistake.  Run-ons and 

fragments take away from the meaning and flow 

of a written document – learning to avoid these 

makes someone a stronger writer. 

 Understanding diction is an important skill for 

writing and reading comprehension as it gives 

insight and deeper meaning to text. 



Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Recognize and use the many terms associated with vocabulary 

 Learn strategies to help sell words with tricky letter combinations, unusual plurals, prefixes, 

suffixes, hyphenated and compound words, apostrophes and abbreviations. 

 Learn to break down words into its parts so that they can understand its meaning. 

 Learn the definitions of twenty prefixes, roots, and suffixes. 

 Recognize how word endings (suffixes) affect the part of speech of a word. 

 Know how to use Greek and Latin roots to help them build their vocabulary and recognize words. 

 Review rules of capitalization and end punctuation 

 Be able to identify the types of faulty sentences and avoid them 

 Recognize proper subject-verb agreement 

 Use their knowledge of word recognition and proper writing conventions to gain a stronger 

understanding of diction and its role in analyzing text. 

Evidence of Learning 
Summative Assessment ( 4 days) 
Each part of this unit (vocabulary and grammar) will begin with a pretest to determine what students know 

about the topic being taught.  The summative assessment will be a post test of the same material to gage 

improvement and growth on the part of the students.  The tests will be multiple choice and reflect all units 

covered in the lessons. 

Equipment needed:  pen, paper,  

Teacher Resources:  power points, reference books, and games  

 
Formative Assessments 

 Student created power point slides for 

vocabulary 

 Movement games 

 Games to learn vocabulary parts 

 Kahoots 

 Google form quizzes along the way 

 Hand outs 

 Computer based – self guided lessons 

 Practice sheets 

 

Lesson Plans  
Lesson Timeframe 
Lesson 1 

Introduction to Vocabulary 

 

1 day 

Lesson 2 

Spelling Rules 

 

1 day 

Lesson 3 

Vocabulary: Prefixes 

 

5 days 

Lesson 4 

Vocabulary: Suffixes 

 

5 days 

Lesson 5 

Vocabulary: Roots 

 

5 days 

Lesson 6 

Capitalization Rules 

 

2 days 

Lesson 7 

Punctuation Rules 

 

2 day 

Lesson 8 

Faulty sentences 

 

3 days 

Lesson 9 

Subject – Verb Agreement 

 

2 days 

Lesson 10 

Diction 

 

3 days 

Teacher Notes:  These lessons are taught interspersed with Achieve 3000 and reading a novel in class – 

this unit will span the entire semester based on this. 

Curriculum Development Resources: 

Learning Express skill building books: Writing Skills and Vocabulary and Spelling 

 



Content Area 

Unit Name 

English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, World 

Language, Practical and Fine Arts, Business 

Interdisciplinary 

Connections 

Mathematics, Technology, and English Arts, Science 

Core 

Instructional 

Materials  

including digital 

tools 

Textbooks, Classroom Resources, Digital Tools 

21st Century 

Themes and Skills 
 

 

For information related to the 12 Career Ready Practices follow the links 

below:  

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf 

 

Personal Financial Literacy 9.1 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf  

 

Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 9.2 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf  

 

Career and Technical Education 9.3 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/93.pdf  

 

8.1 Educational 

Technology 
 

8.2 Technology 

Education, 

Engineering, 

Design, and 

Computational 

Thinking - 

Programming 
 

 

 

K-2:  Navigate provided URL’S, Use basic word processing to create and 

illustrate a simple story, Work collaboratively with peers on project, Use 

digital tools to explore an issue and design solution for a problem, Identify 

how technology improves life, Use digital tools to design an approach to 

solving problems. 

 

3-5:  Peers collaborate to produce text about current events; Understand the 

consequences for inappropriate use of technology and social media, Apply 

engineering designs to data collection and solutions, Understand how 

technology evolves based on need and cultural influences. 

6-8: Select appropriate technology and applications to create publication on 

global topic, Use technology and social media responsibly, Employ a wide 

range of digital resources to collect data and form solutions, Identify the forces 

that come into play for further development of technology; apply engineering 

design process to real world problems. 

 

9-12:  Create and edit multi-page document for public presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/CareerReadyPractices.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/91.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/92.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/career/93.pdf


Considerations for classified students: 

 

Classroom Instruction: 

 All instruction for classified students will be guided by the students’ Individualized 

Education Plan (IEP). 

 Regular education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for classified 

students based on the instructional modifications listed in the IEP. 

 In the case of General Education - Supported Instruction (GE-SI) Classes, the special 

education teacher will be responsible for support in modifying the curriculum for the 

students, informing the class room teacher of the modifications, and directing 

instructional aide(s) to provide support accordingly. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and special education teachers.  

 

Modifications: 

 Modifications include but are not limited to: 

Extra time for assignments, modified classwork/homework assignments based on 

disability, preferential seating, study guides, copies of class notes, assistive technology 

and rewording/repeating or clarifying directions.   

 

In-class Assessments: 

 All assessments are to be in line with students’ IEPs.  In-class support teachers should 

modify tests for classified students.  Tests may be given in the regular education 

classroom or completed with the inclusion teacher in another location with additional 

time. Students may be tested separately according to the IEP. 

 Assessment grades may be modified based on a student’s disability and in accordance 

with their IEP.   

 

Considerations for English Language Learners (ELLs): 

 

Classroom Instruction: 

 Instruction for ESL students will be guided by their WIDA English Language Proficiency 

level.  Teachers should receive this level from the ESL teacher assigned to the building. 

 General education teachers will be responsible for differentiating instruction for ELLs 

with the assistance of the ESL teacher that promotes language, literacy and content 

learning. 

 Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol (SIOP)  

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/  

The following 8 components provide all teachers with lesson planning and instructional 

strategies that support language and learning goals for all students.  This approach to 

teaching aligns with preparing students with college and career ready skills. 

The SIOP Model components:  

1. Lesson Preparation  

2. Building Background  

3. Comprehensible Input   

4. Strategies   

5. Interaction   

6. Practice and Application  

7. Lesson Delivery  

8. Review and Assessment 

 

http://siop.pearson.com/about-siop/
http://www.youtube.com/v/o5xK5gP_Tbw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/mTnHonxao70?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/rhYI3w5I0EA?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GjOrFN6PEDg?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/hUrQr4GBg0g?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/GGFTlmJmdmw?version=3&hl=en_US
http://www.youtube.com/v/sXkCZcPGxwE?version=3&hl=en_US


 In the case of Content-Based ESL (CBE), the ESL teacher and the general education 

teacher will be responsible for identifying language objectives and additional 

instructional strategies that improve proficiency in English and academic success of 

ELLs.  Instructional strategies and the necessary scaffolds to promote student learning 

will be shared with the general education teacher for daily lessons that are aligned to 

District Curricula, CCSS, and WIDA Standards.  The general Education teacher and ESL 

teacher will be co-teachers for a pre-determined amount of classroom instruction. 

 Grading will be done collaboratively by the regular and ESL teachers.  

 

Modifications:  The following are possible modifications but are not limited to this list –  

 Direct instruction, small group or pullout, about the contrasting letter sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns and morphology in English supported with 

connections to their native language, native language text and/or resources, graphic 

organizers, visuals, sentence starters/ sentence frames, cloze activities, modeling, working 

with a partner, timeline and phrase wall and adapted text (in English) or specific sections 

of the original text, highlighted/bold-faced words within text. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking.  

 Match drawings with new vocabulary that might correspond. 

 Work in small group or pairs with their English Only (EOs) peers for authentic content 

language talk and grade level modeling. 

 Write simple sentences instead of complex sentences that demonstrates an understanding 

of academic language particular to specific content.  

 Match simple sentences with new vocabulary that might apply to edit sentences. 

 Have students provide examples/explanations of main idea in simple sentences.  Revisions 

show an attempt to improve Language Control by embedding academic content 

vocabulary and Linguistic Complexity by expanding and varying sentence structures and 

using correct punctuation. 

 Draw pictures instead of writing/speaking about seasonal changes.  Match drawings with 

new vocabulary (adjective word wall, content word walls) that might correspond. 

 Provide multiple opportunities for authentic speech acts to practice language skills and 

develop English fluency. 

 Total Physical Response (TPR) to model critical thinking skills like analyze and 

synthesize. 

 Study Guides 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 All formative and summative assessments will include modifications that support 

student’s English Proficiency level. ESL teachers will collaborate with regular education 

teachers to provide appropriate differentiation for assessing ELLs. 

 

Considerations for At Risk Students: 

 

 At Risk students are identified by the I&RS committee in each school.  The committee 

works to understand the reasons behind the student’s low performance level in school and 

to create and implement a plan that is carried out by a variety of staff members in the 

building. 

 Teachers with At Risk students are notified by the I&RS committee and provided with a 

copy of the plan and a timeframe for assessing the growth of the student.  There are 

academic as well as behavioral goals that are listed for the students with recommended 

strategies unique to each individual. 



 Classroom teachers are to follow the plan using instructional strategies that will help the 

student improve his/her performance while applying appropriate behavioral strategies 

consistent with the needs of the student. 

 Teachers will report student progress to the I&RS committee within the specified 

timeframe for the plan. 

 

Classroom instruction: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for At Risk students as they do for all students 

in their class.  The strategies would be guided by the I&RS plan and be consistent with 

the student’s ability and learning modality.  

 

Modifications:  

 Clarify all assignments and place specific timeframes for completion.  Provide student 

with opportunity for one on one time for clarification. 

 Set clear expectations for all assignments, in and outside of class.  Keep expectations 

within the framework of the I&RS plan. 

 Use positive reinforcement for all successes.  Hold student to defined consequences for 

not completing work. 

 Provide time outside the normal class time for completion of work.  Not completing 

assignments is unacceptable, all assignments will be completed. 

 

In Class Assessments: 

 At Risk students should receive any modifications listed in their I&RS plan.  

 If necessary, students should be provided with extended time to complete assessments. 

 

Considerations for Gifted Students: 

 Teachers will use differentiated instruction for Gifted Students as they do for all students 

in their class. 

 Assignments and assessments can be planned and implemented with input from the 

student. 

 Gifted students will be provided with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge 

through a variety of platforms. 

 Teachers will have the latitude to provide assignments with the individual student’s 

ability in mind.  

 

 

 

 

 


